
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1227
 
Main Petitioner: Hannah Newton 
  
Subject:  Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to continue 
funding educational trips for school pupils as part of the 'Lessons From 
Auschwitz Project' run by the Holocaust Educational Trust   
 
Background 
The petitioner states that funding for the Lessons from Auschwitz Project has 
been cut.  The Holocaust Educational Trust was established in 1988 and aims 
to educate young people about the Holocaust.  It works with schools, 
universities and communities across the UK.  The UK government announced 
funding for Auschwitz visits in February 2008.   
 
Scottish Government Action 
On 26 November this year the Scottish Government announced £214,000 
funding per year to fund flights to visit Auschwitz through the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. This funding will begin in the next academic year (2009) 
and will involve half of secondary schools in Scotland each year - allowing two 
children from each school to take part every second year. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
This issue has been raised in parliamentary questions and debates.  Murdo 
Fraser and Ken MacIntosh have asked whether funding provided in England 
for pupils to visit Auschwitz would be matched in Scotland (S3W- 12776, 
9620).  Ken MacIntosh has also asked a number of questions about how the 
Holocaust is taught in schools (S3W-9621, 9622, 9621, 9619, 9618, 9617, 
9616, 9615, 9614, 9613) and about plans to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 
(S3W-9612). 
 
On 5 June 2008 there was a members’ debate in the name of Jackson Carlaw 
on Holocaust education in Scotland.  In a debate on international education 
on 24 April 2008, Ken MacIntosh lodged an amendment which called for funds 
to be provided for pupils to visit Auschwitz.   
 
 
 
Camilla Kidner 
Senior Research Specialist 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1227.htm


 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition 
briefings with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have 
any comments on any petition briefing you can email us at 
spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition 
briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware 
however that these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise 
amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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